
Ghostwriters Communications was retained as a subcontractor to Fermata, Inc., to 
develop a detailed strategy for nature-based tourism in three diverse regions of rural 
Maine. GWC’s team of planners and designers worked with unique regional stakeholder 
groups and a state-level advisory committee throughout the project to inventory and 

assess natural and historic resources, identify infrastructure needs, and recommend strategic cooperative marketing 
opportunities. As a result of GWC’s efforts, the many organizations involved in the project came together to create marketing 
messages, to support the development and promotion of place-based artisan products, and identify tourism related municipal 
services expansion needs (search and rescue, fire, and law enforcement) and funding opportunities.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

At the far northeast tip of the mainland United States, Maine and its inhabit-

ants embody life on the edge. Maine’s rugged coastline covers 3,500 miles from 

Kittery to Lubec. Neighbor to both Québec and New Brunswick, Maine borders 

Canada for 611 miles, more than any other state. 

In nature, the edge between two habitats pulses with life. Where field merges 

with forest, where land touches sea, where rivers and lakes meet their banks, 

wildlife abounds. Similarly, where two cultures intersect, community life deep-

ens. In Maine, French-Canadian and Anglo-American cultures meet and mingle, 

enriching language, music, cuisine, and history.

While the majority of Maine’s residents live near the Atlantic coast, a hardy 

minority inhabit Maine’s vast inland forests. Here, Maine’s lumbering heritage 

continues, the mainstay of many communities. Here, too, are some of the state’s 

wildest reaches, home to black bear, moose, bobcat, lynx, and fishers. In the heart 

of the state, Baxter State Park’s Mount Katahdin stands like a beacon, marking the 

northern end of the Appalachian trail and the starting point of the north-flowing 

Allagash Wilderness Waterway.
State of Connectedness
Though great distances and natural barriers sepa-

rate regions of Maine, humans and wildlife have 

long bridged these obstacles. For thousands of 

years, native Americans traveled the state’s natural 

corridors—some 32,000 miles of rivers and streams 

and 6000 lakes and ponds—by dugout and birch-

bark canoe. By the early 1900s, settlers introduced 

an extensive trolley car system that stretched from 

Bangor south to Kittery, at the New Hampshire bor-

der, which gave way in the 1930s to an expanding 

network of automobile highways. 

Along these travelways, a wealth of agricultural 

and manufactured goods flows across the state 

and around the world. Drawing from some of the 

best fishing grounds on the Atlantic coast, Maine 

leads the world in sardine production. Lobsters, 

herring, clams, scallops, shrimp, cod, and menha-

den round out the ocean catch. Vast hardwood and 

softwood forests have fueled industries from paper 

making to boat building. 
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