
C O U N T R Y  N A T U R E  T R A I L

Illinois River

A thematically unified collection of geological regions, wildlife habitats, and agricultural products along the Illinois River 
in an eight-county region was developed to maintain and enhance the intrinsic qualities of the region, while providing 
recreational and educational experiences for visitors and residents. Working as a subcontractor to Fermata, Inc., Ghostwriters 
Communications designed and produced the Illinois River Country Nature Trail, consisting of 7 loops with interpretive 
guidebooks, a website and a prototype interpretive sign. Under the direction of a regional byway advisory committee that GWC 
helped to establish and facilitate, the firm prepared a Corridor Management Plan for the Illinois River Road; and in 2005, the 
route received National Scenic Byway designation as a result of the byway application prepared by GWC.   
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Havana Riverfront Park          1
Chautauqua National Wildlife Refuge          2

Jake Wolf Memorial Fish Hatchery          3
Sand Ridge State Forest           4

Mason State Tree Nursery          5
The Llama Farm          6

Sanganois National Wildlife Refuge          7
Anderson Lake State Conservation Area          8

Emiquon National Wildlife Refuge          9
The Nature Conservancy Emiquon Preserve        10 

Dickson Mounds Museum         11

along havana loop trail discover:

 illinois river country nature trail

stepping further afield
The Havana Loop Trail is one of seven driving loops that make up the Illinois River Na-

ture Trail, which links more than a hundred nature destinations in the Illinois River basin. 

For more information about other loops along the Illinois River Nature Trail, contact the 

Peoria Area Convention and Visitors Bureau, 456 Fulton, Suite 300, Peoria, IL  61602.

(309) 676-0303      (800) 747-0302      www.peoria.org 

Step off the beaten path into Illinois wilds. Amble along the banks of 

the Illinois River at dusk, as Chimney Swifts and Common Nighthawks 

sweep low over the water, gleaning insects from the evening air. Guide 

your canoe, soundless, through wetland shallows hung with morning 

mist. Bicycle along byways alive with birdsong and wild owers. 

These adventures and many more await you along the Havana Loop 

Trail. This driving route will guide you to ten premier nature-based des-

tinations, from Jake Wolf Fish Hatchery to the 10,360-acre Sanganois 

State Wildlife Area. Immerse yourself in the regionʼs human and natural 

history, whether  shing at Havana Riverfront Park, hiking the backcoun-

try of Sand Ridge State Forest, or exploring Illinoisʼ ancient history at 

the Dickson Mounds Museum. Pick up a detailed guide of the Havana 

Loop Trail at the Havana Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 116, Havana, 

IL 62644, (309) 543-3528.

illinois river country
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Route of the Voyageurs 
ILLINOIS RIVER ROAD

havana loop
illinois river country nature trail

illinois river country

connecting great lakes to great rivers 

nature trail
456 Fulton, Suite 300  
Peoria, IL 61602
(309) 676-0303
(800) 747-0302
fax: (309) 676-8470  
www.peoria.org connecting great lakes to great rivers 

nature trail

illinois river country

 princeton loop
 illinois river country nature trail

456 Fulton, Suite 300  
Peoria, IL 61602
(309) 676-0303
(800) 747-0302
fax: (309) 676-8470  
www.peoria.org 

pekin loop
  illinois river country nature trail

illinois river country

connecting great lakes to great rivers 

nature trail
456 Fulton, Suite 300  
Peoria, IL 61602
(309) 676-0303
(800) 747-0302
fax: (309) 676-8470  
www.peoria.org 

Corridor Management Plan Interpretive Sign

Sample of Interpretive Guides

GWC
Ghostwriters Communications, Inc.
PO Box 210, 124 East 4th Street
Watkins Glen, NY 14891
p: 607.535.9790
f: 607.535.9794
mjpacker@gwriters.com

Ghostwriters Communicatins, Inc.  
PO Box 6004 
Rutland, VT 05702-6004 
ph: 802.747.7900 
fax: 802.747.7989


