
Working as a contractor to the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, Ghostwriters 
Communications is responsible for coordinating the planning and implementation of the 100-site 
Hudson River Birding Trail that is being developed in two loops (lower and upper) through a variety 
of habitats and land ownerships. GWC furnishes stakeholder liaison coordination as well as fund 

development and creative services. Products include logo development, publication writing and design, and interpretative 
exhibit design and production. GWC’s successful grant writing efforts and partnership development skills have enabled the 
project to grow in reach and impact; and as a result, visitors’ appreciation of the region’s unique natural resources is expected 
to increase.
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Species Sp Su F W
Swans, Geese, and Ducks 

Snow Goose 
Brant 
Canada Goose * 
Mute Swan (I) * 
Wood Duck * 
Gadwall * 
American Wigeon * 
American Black Duck * 
Mallard * 
Blue-winged Teal * 
Northern Shoveler  
Northern Pintail  
Green-winged Teal * 
Canvasback  
Redhead  
Ring-necked Duck  
Greater Scaup 
Lesser Scaup 
Surf Scoter 
White-winged Scoter 
Black Scoter 
Long-tailed Duck 
Bufflehead 
Common Goldeneye  
Hooded Merganser * 
Common Merganser * 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Ruddy Duck 

Grouse, and Turkeys 
Ring-necked Pheasant (I) * 
Ruffed Grouse * 
Wild Turkey * 

Loons 
Red-throated Loon 
Common Loon *  

Grebes 
Pied-billed Grebe * 
Horned Grebe 
Red-necked Grebe 

Cormorants 
Double-crested Cormorant * 
Great Cormorant 

Bitterns, Herons 
American Bittern * 
Least Bittern * 
Great Blue Heron * 
Great Egret  
Snowy Egret  
Little Blue Heron   
Cattle Egret 
Green Heron * 
Black-crowned Night-Heron * 

American Vultures 
Black Vulture *
Turkey Vulture * 

Eagles, Hawks 
Osprey *
Bald Eagle * 
Northern Harrier * 
Sharp-shinned Hawk * 
Cooper’s Hawk * 
Northern Goshawk * 
Red-shouldered Hawk *
Broad-winged Hawk *
Red-tailed Hawk *

Species Su F W W
Eagles, Hawks (continued)

Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Eagle

Falcons 
American Kestrel * 
Merlin * 
Gyrfalcon 
Peregrine Falcon * 

Rails, Gallinules, and Coots 
King Rail  * 
Virginia Rail * 
Sora * 
Common Moorhen * 
American Coot * 

Cranes 
Sandhill Crane

Plovers  
Black-bellied Plover 
American Golden-Plover 
Semipalmated Plover 
Killdeer * 

Sandpipers, Phalaropes, and Allies 
Greater Yellowlegs 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Spotted Sandpiper * 
Upland Sandpiper  
Hudsonian Godwit 
Marbled Godwit  
Red Knot 
Sanderling 
Semipalmated Sandpiper 
Western Sandpiper 
Least Sandpiper 
White-rumped Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Dunlin 
Stilt Sandpiper 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
Short-billed Dowitcher 
Long-billed Dowitcher 
Wilson’s Snipe * 
American Woodcock * 
Wilson’s Phalarope  
Red-necked Phalarope 
Red Phalarope 

Gulls, Terns  
Laughing Gull * 
Bonaparte’s Gull 
Ring-billed Gull * 
Herring Gull * 
Iceland Gull 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Glaucous Gull 
Great Black-backed Gull * 
Caspian Tern * 
Common Tern *
Forster’s Tern * 
Black Tern * 

Pigeons and Doves 
Rock Pigeon (I) * 
Mourning Dove * 

Cuckoos 
Black-billed Cuckoo * 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo  * 
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