
Ghostwriters Communications, working under contract to the Center for the Study of the Black Belt and 
Alabama Tourism Department, supports the Black Belt Heritage Area task force, which the firm founded. 
The group is seeking National Heritage Area designation for the 19-county region; and GWC is responsible 
for liaison with the US Congressional delegation and the National Park Service and prepared the Feasibility 
Study. In addition, GWC prepared the Corridor Management Plan and application that led to creation of the 
200-mile Black Belt Nature and Heritage Trail State Scenic Byway and is now leading efforts for National 

designation. GWC led a successful branding study and logo creation process; and is responsible for all creative services 
including maps, guides, events calendars, signs, and a website.
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Informational Fact Sheet
Alabama Black Belt Heritage Area - Where the stories are as rich as the land 

What is a National 
Heritage Area?
• A place designated by Congress, 
    where natural, cultural, historic, and 
    recreational resources combine to 
    form a cohesive and distinct area

• Represents key pieces of our national 
    history and identity, and tells 
    important stories about our nation 

• Currently, there are 49 National 
    Heritage Areas in the United States

Why Create a National 
Heritage Area?
• Offers an innovative and sustainable
    method to enhance the quality of life 
    for the citizens and their communities

• Enhances and preserves cultural 
    landscapes, historic sites, and 
    traditions for future generations

• Improves cultural understanding 
    and heritage appreciation through 
    educational programming

• Increases revenue and creates 
     jobs through increased tourism, which stimulates 
     community and economic development

Alabama Black Belt Heritage Area
Where the stories are as rich as the land

The Black Belt region of Alabama is one of the most unique regional areas in the United States. It was once a thriving 

agricultural economy, known for its fertile, black soil, that later led the nation in the Civil Rights movement. Stretching 

across the lower-central portion of Alabama, from the Mississippi to the Georgia border, the 19 counties of the Alabama 

Black Belt region remain primarily rural and extremely poor. However, the geographic area sustains an abundance of 

natural resources, historical roots, and cultural diversity valued by residents and sought by tourists. The Alabama Black 

Belt Heritage Area task force, in partnership with the Alabama Tourism Department and other state, federal, and local 

organizations, is working with the National Park Service, the Alliance for National Heritage Areas, and the Alabama 

Congressional delegation led by Congressman Artur Davis to pursue national heritage area designation.  

Alabama Black Belt Heritage Area Mission, Vision, and Goals

Mission
To partner with local communities, state agencies, and non-profit organizations to shape a 
sustainable future for the Black Belt region through the preservation, interpretation, and 
marketing of unique cultural, historical, and natural assets, and to create a better quality of 
life for its residents through education and development of community capacity and pride.

Vision
To empower the people and communities of Alabama’s Black Belt region to build a positive 
future by collaborating to preserve, enhance, and promote that which makes the area unique.

Goals
• To provide an integrated vision that fosters stewardship among organizations in preserving 
     and promoting the region

• To preserve, enhance, and interpret the unique cultural, historical and natural resources 

• To educate local residents and visitors about the importance of the region to increase 
     community pride and need to conserve the significant resources

• To stimulate economic development through sustainable tourism that respects the sites and 
     landscape and promotes the region’s cultural, historical, and natural opportunities

• To empower communities and organizations in efforts to revitalize and strengthen community 
     identity and economic vitality
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Conservation 
Sites in Alabama’s 

Black Belt 

www.alblackbeltheritage.org

Safeguarding 
Alabama’s Wildlife 
Alabama ranks first among eastern states 
in plant and animal diversity. Our state 
leads the nation in freshwater species 
diversity, including more than 750 species of 
freshwater fishes, mussels, aquatic snails, and 
crayfishes. That’s a legacy to be proud of. 

But no state east of the Colorado has more 
wildlife species at risk than Alabama. Over 
300 wildlife species, including 28 birds, 24 
mammals, and 57 fish species, are now rare, 
declining, vulnerable, or locally extinct.

There’s good news, though. Alabama has 
developed a Comprehensive Wildlife 
Conservation Strategy (CWCS) that 
details a plan to conserve wildlife. The plan 
focuses on species whose populations are 
declining from habitat loss. Its goal is to keep 
common species common and to reverse 
the decline of vulnerable species before they 
become endangered.  

This site guide, funded by The Conservation 
Fund, helps accomplish one of the goals of 
Alabama’s CWCS—to raise public awareness 
of the need to conserve Alabama’s fish and 
wildlife and the habitats they depend upon.

Explore the Sites
This guide will lead you to outstanding 
wildlife sites in the Black Belt region. 
Explore freshwater habitat along the 
Old Cahawba canoe trail. Learn about 
Alabama’s prairie heritage at the Black Belt 
Conservation and Research Institute. At each 
site, you’ll encounter habitats critical to 
Alabama’s wildlife.

You Can Help  
Working together, we 
can all help conserve 
Alabama’s wildlife. 
Take part in habitat 
restoration projects, help 
monitor local wildlife, or 
promote habitat-friendly 
land use planning in your 
community. Contact the 
Alabama Division of 
Wildlife and Freshwater 
Fisheries to learn how 
you can get involved.

Eagle hacking tower/ADCNR

Prescribed burning/USFS

Monarch/Jim Miller

Canoe tour/Steve Hillebrand, USFWS

White-tailed deer/USFWS

Alabama surpasses all eastern states in 
plant and wildlife diversity. Come experience 
Alabama’s phenomenal natural heritage at key 
conservation sites in the Black Belt Region. 

Partners in Conservation  
The Conservation Fund is dedicated to advancing 

America’s land and water legacy. With our partners, we 
conserve land, train leaders, and invest in conservation at 
home. From our headquarters in Arlington, Virginia, and 
our field offices across the country, we’ve saved land in all 
50 states—over 6 million acres of wild havens, working 
lands, vibrant communities and more.

The Alabama Black Belt Heritage Area is a grassroots 
initiative designed to bring economic development to 
19 counties in the Black Belt region.  We partner with 
local communities, state agencies, and non-profit 
organizations to shape a sustainable future for the Black 
Belt region through the preservation, interpretation, and 
marketing of unique cultural and natural assets. We strive 
to create a better quality of life for Black Belt residents 
through education and development of community 
capacity and pride. 

Alabama Black Belt Heritage Area 
The Center for the Study of the Black Belt
University of West Alabama, Station 45
Livingston, AL 35470
phone: 205.652.3497, fax: 205.652.3589, 
www.alblackbeltheritage.org

The Conservation Fund
Southeast Regional Office
4500 Hugh Howell Road, Suite 470 
Tucker, GA 30084 
P: 770.414.0211, F: 770.938.0585 
www.conservationfund.org
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Wildlife 

Courtesy of Moundville Archaeological Park

Cover photos: top - Hikers, Steve Hillebrand/USFWS; bottom left - Red-cockaded 
woodpecker/USFS; Old Cahawba Rosinweed/Linda Derry 
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Union Springs
Historic Walking Tour

www.unionspringsalabama.com
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From the oldest jail in the state to antebellum 
homes to cemeteries dating back nearly 200 
years, Union Springs is a showplace of 
Southern history, architecture, and charm. 
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Funded in part by the Federal Highway Administration 
through the Alabama Bureau of Tourism.

Alabama Black Belt Heritage Area 
The Center for the Study of the Black Belt
University of West Alabama, Station 45
Livingston, AL 35470
phone: 205.652.3497, fax: 205.652.3589, 
e-mail: centerforblackbelt@uwa.edu

Tourism Council of Bullock County 
PO Box 5236
Union Springs, AL 36089
phone: 1.334.738.TOUR (8687)
fax 1.334.738.5068 
tourismbullockcounty@yahoo.com
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Walking Tour Brochure

GWC
Ghostwriters Communications, Inc.
PO Box 210, 124 East 4th Street
Watkins Glen, NY 14891
p: 607.535.9790
f: 607.535.9794
mjpacker@gwriters.com

Ghostwriters Communicatins, Inc.  
PO Box 6004 
Rutland, VT 05702-6004 
ph: 802.747.7900 
fax: 802.747.7989


